
INFORMATION SHEET
2014 GOSPEL CONCERT TOUR
In late September of 2014 35 members of the Westend Gospel Singers of Eberswalde, Germany, will come to Wisconsin, ending their stay in Chicago. This tour is fruit born of the relationship of full church communion that the United Church of Christ in the United States and the Union of Evangelical Churches in Germany have enjoyed since 1981. The relationship has yielded inter-congregation exchanges, youth trips, joint study ventures, joint mission trips, as well as choir tours. This choir tour is sponsored by the Wisconsin Conference UCC.
The Westend Gospel Singers was started ten years ago as a congregational initiative in Eberswalde, a city located 35 miles northeast of Berlin in former East Germany. Currently in that part of Germany, where the communist regime (19451989) sought intentionally to wither the church to nothing, only about 10% of the population is Christian and many of those are elderly. Initiatives like this choir offer a means of acquainting people with the Christian faith and drawing young people into the church. The religious backgrounds of this choir's singers are varied and some are currently unchurched. However, the Christian aspects of the choir, experienced both in the fellowship and the Good News that is sung, has led a number of choir members to be baptized, and active in the church. (See "A Word from Eberswalde Germany …")

This choir is part of a broader movement spread across northern Europe, particularly in the Germanic, Scandinavian, and Baltic countries. Germany alone boasts perhaps 2000 gospel choirs.
 Gospel music has a long history in Germany. The Jubilee Singers of Fisk University toured Europe during Reconstruction and Dietrich Bonhoeffer shared with his German seminarians the gospel music he encountered while working as a pastor in Harlem. However, the modern gospel movement emerged largely under American influence, exercised through the occupation following World War II and American gospel artists. (See “Gospel Around The World. Germany (Part I: History and Part II: Influences)” by Bernd Grimmel and Sebastian Hentsch.)
 

This tour grows out of a continuing relationship.
•
The Westend Gospel Singers first came to Wisconsin in 2006, traveling from the western border on the Mississippi to the shores of Lake Michigan.
•
The Gospellers, a UCC gospel choir with members from all over Wisconsin, toured Berlin-Brandenburg during July of 2008, singing in congregations around and in Berlin.
· The 2010 tour, when the Westend Gospel Singers returned to Wisconsin, this time encouraging congregations of the conference to sing gospel music. Any of the more than one hundred participants in the workshop opening that tour were welcome to sing with the German choir in performance the songs learned in the workshop. To resource congregational choirs to sing gospel music after the tour, keyboard scores for accompanists and practice CDs for choirs were made available.
· Returning to Germany in 2012, The Gospellers toured in both Germany and Poland, concluding with a worship service in one of Germany’s major cathedrals, in Magdeburg.
Key to this ministry is choir fellowship. We came upon its joy during the 2006 tour, when—as a strategy to increase audience size—we arranged for congregational choirs to sing with the German choir in concert. The power of this fellowship quickly became apparent, as it expresses and enfleshes full church communion. From that moment on choir fellowship became the cornerstone of these tours. On the 2008 German tour, for example, The Gospellers always sang with other choirs, five times with the Westend Gospel Singers alone, transcending differences of language and culture through singing gospel music together in a common tongue (English). The result is exultation.
This choir fellowship is furthered by a common repertoire, taught the two choirs by master teacher Robert Robinson, founder of the Twin Cities Community Gospel Choir (see: www.robertrobinsonmusic.com). In preparation for the 2008 tour, we had him teach The Gospellers the same songs he had taught the German choir in a workshop during their 2006 tour. He led the 2010 workshop and a year later prepared The Gospellers for their 2012 tour. With the common core repertoire taught by Robert Robinson, these two choirs, German and American, live out their choir fellowship.
In 2014 we wish to both continue and develop this pattern. One of the lessons learned from past tours is the universal nature of gospel music. While originating in the black community, for which choir members are deeply grateful, it can be sung by persons of every race and ethnicity—and even faith. This is clear from our experience with the gospel choir movement in Germany; Robert Robinson believes passionately in the universality of gospel music and has persuasively imparted that message to both choirs.
At the same time, the Westend Gospel Singers of Eberswalde, Germany wish to engage with gospel music at its origins, in the black community, nowhere better than in Chicago. Thus this tour concludes in Chicago with an opportunity to sing in worship with a gospel choir of Trinity United Church of Christ. Members of The Wisconsin Gospellers will share in this experience. The Wisconsin Conference has given its blessing to this plan.
Let us sing and rejoice and be glad, in God and one another.
For more information contact:
Rev. Fritz West
200 Oak Knoll Drive
Marine on St. Croix, MN 55047
Tel. (651) 433-4058 E-mail: 
fritzwest@frontiernet.net
� Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.gospelszene.de/portal/card_index/map/?city=auto&q=gospel&tags" ��http://www.gospelszene.de/portal/card_index/map/?city=auto&q=gospel&tags�=.


� Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.gospelflava.com/articles/gospelaroundtheworld-germany1.html" ��http://www.gospelflava.com/articles/gospelaroundtheworld-germany1.html� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.gospelflava.com/articles/gospelaroundtheworld-germany2.html" ��http://www.gospelflava.com/articles/gospelaroundtheworld-germany2.html�
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