
NEWSPAPER ARTICLE
Edit this newspaper artcile at will to appeal to your community.

Four items are included for you to use in creating a newspaper article on the Westend Gospel Singers: a headline, photos, captions, and the body of the text. 
1) HEADLINE: GERMAN GOSPEL CHOIR TO PERFORM.
2) PHOTO:
Burned onto the CD. 
3) CAPTIONS:  Under the photo choose the caption for you concert venue or worship service, editing it to reflect your local planning.
	After lunch at Fairhaven on Wednesday, September 17 the Westend Gospel Singers, a choir from a UCC sister church in Germany, will sing in the Fellowship Hall (C Building) on the Fairhaven Senior Services campus located at 435 W. Starin Rd., Whitewater, Wisconsin. Members the Wisconsin Gospellers UCC will join them on some numbers.
On Wednesday, September 17 at 7:00 PM the Westend Gospel Singers, a choir from a UCC sister church in Germany, will perform gospel music in concert at First Congregational UCC, 54 S Jackson St., Janesville, Wisconsin. Members of the senior choirs of First Congregational and First Lutheran in Janesville as well as the UCC Wisconsin Gospellers will join them on some numbers. A freewill offering will be received.
On Thursday, September 18 at 12:00 noon the Westend Gospel Singers, a choir from a UCC sister church in Germany, will perform a noon concert at First Congregational UCC, 220 Ransom St., Ripon, Wisconsin, followed by a community luncheon at 12:30. Members of the UCC Wisconsin Gospellers will join them on some numbers. A freewill offering will be received.
On Saturday, September 20 at 7:00 PM Robert Robinson, renowned gospel singer from Minneapolis, Minnesota, will perform gospel music in concert at First Congregational UCC, 724 E. South River St., Appleton, Wisconsin. Those attending the day’s gospel workshop—including the Westend Gospel Singers, a choir from a UCC sister church in Germany, and the UCC Wisconsin Gospellers—will be welcome to join them on some numbers. A freewill offering will be received.
On Sunday, September 21 at 10:15 PM the Westend Gospel Singers, a choir from a UCC sister church in Germany, will perform gospel music in concert at the Congregational United Church of Christ, 1511 Nicolet Blvd, Neenah, Wisconsin. Members of the UCC Wisconsin Gospellers will join them on some numbers. A freewill offering will be received.

On Sunday, September 21 at 7:00 PM the Westend Gospel Singers, a choir from a UCC sister church in Germany, will perform gospel music in concert at Peace United Church of Christ, 343 First Street, Kewaskum, Wisconsin. Members of the UCC Wisconsin Gospellers will join them on some numbers. A freewill offering will be received.

On Tuesday, September 23 at 7:00 PM, the Westend Gospel Singers, a choir from a UCC sister church in Germany, will sing gospel music in concert at Evangelical and Reformed United Church of Christ, 413 Wisconsin Ave., Waukesha, Wisconsin. Members of the UCC Wisconsin Gospellers will join them on some numbers. A freewill offering will be received.

On Wednesday, September 24 at 10:15 AM the Westend Gospel Singers, a choir from a UCC sister church in Germany, will sing gospel music in worship at Chapel of Christ Triumphant of Concordia University, 12800 N. Lake Shore Dr., Mequon, Wisconsin. Members of the UCC Wisconsin Gospellers will join them on some numbers.
On Wednesday, September 24 at 7:00 PM the Westend Gospel Singers, a choir from a UCC sister church in Germany, will perform gospel music in concert at Ebenezer United Church of Christ, 3215 Saemann Ave., Sheboygan, Wisconsin. Members of the UCC Wisconsin Gospellers will join them on some numbers. A freewill offering will be received.
On Thursday, September 25 at 7:00 PM the Westend Gospel Singers, a choir from a UCC sister church in Germany, will perform gospel music in concert at Greendale Community UCC, 6015 Clover Lane, Greendale, Wisconsin. Members of the UCC Wisconsin Gospellers will join them on some numbers. A freewill offering will be received.
On Sunday, September 29 at (?7:30 AM or 11:30 AM?) the Westend Gospel Singers, a choir from a UCC sister church in Germany, will sing gospel music in morning worship at Trinity United Church of Christ, 400 W 95th St, Chicago, Illinois. Members of the UCC Wisconsin Gospellers will join them on some numbers.
On Sunday, September 29 at 10:30 AM the Westend Gospel Singers, a choir from a UCC sister church in Germany, will sing gospel music in concert at Glenview Community UCC, 1000 Elm Street Glenview, Illinois. Members of the UCC Wisconsin Gospellers will join them on some numbers. A freewill offering will be received.


4) BODY OF AN ARTICLE

(Insert here the when and where of performance or worship service in your area. It could be the same as the caption.)

The 35 voice West End Gospel Singers, directed by Pastor Hanns-Peter Giering, is an outreach ministry of the congregation in Eberswalde, a city of 40,000 located northeast of Berlin in former East Germany, near the Polish border. During a two-week tour, they will perform in English gospel music throughout eastern Wisconsin and Chicago area.

The congregation of the Westend Gospel Singers is a member of the Union of Protestant Churches (UEK), an ecumenical partner sharing full church communion with the United Church of Christ (UCC). This ecumenical partnership has furthered understanding and offered support, especially during the years of the Cold War. UCC congregations will host The Westend Gospel Singers throughout their tour.

As an expression of this full church communion, members of the UCC Wisconsin Gospellers will join the Westend Gospel Singers on some songs. Some of these singers traveled to Germany in 2008 and 2012, where the German choir welcomed them as guests. As in the upcoming concert, they sang together songs they had learned in common.

In recent years Gospel choirs have sprung up across northern Europe from Austria to Estonia. The Eberswalde choir has become a leader of this movement in Berlin-Brandenburg, each year for the past eighteen helping to organize—and often hosting—a gospel workshop now drawing some 400 singers.

Gospel music enriches the life of the church in Europe, expanding its musical traditions and offering new expressions of faith. In former East Germany, where only 25% of the population still count themselves Christian, it also provides opportunities for evangelism.

Germans have long been acquainted with gospel music. The Fisk University Jubilee Singers toured the country at the end of the nineteenth century. In the last century Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German theologian and martyr, was taken by music he heard working as a pastor in Harlem, bringing back recordings to play for his seminary students. Recent interest has been inspired by the witness of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and the music of Mahalia Jackson and the Golden Gate Quartet, among others.

Pastor Giering writes, "This music brings the most diverse people together and extends an invitation to faith and to God. It also carries along those who hear it, imparts a joy for life, encourages people in their daily living, and stimulates reflection. We sing it for all these reasons."

For further information the newspaper may contact . . . .

(Here provide a contact person in your congregation)

